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Hazards of Extension Cords and Holiday Decorations
Extension Cord Hazards Facts
Extension cords, when used properly, are an excellent resource when temporarily extending a power supply.  While extension cords have many useful applications, they are the leading cause of electrical fires in residences
.  Extension cords are only made for temporary usage because they do degrade overtime but seventy-five percent of Americans use extension cords permanently
.  
The CPSC reports that in 1996, 7100 fires and 120 deaths were contributed to extension cords; in 1997, over 12,000 people were rushed to the hospital to be treated for electrical burns and shocks caused by damaged extension cords
.  The CPSC also reports that an average annual loss of 56 million dollars in property damage due to extension cord fires in residential households
.
It is not just at home where extension cords can be a hazard but in the work place, too.  In the United States, Los Alamos National Labs reports over 2/3 of work place electrical injuries involve non-electrical workers and one person is electrocuted every 36 hours
.  Electrical cords injure 13.4 per 10,000 employees, 122 fatal injuries and 32 percent of injured employees are out of work for thirty-one days or more
.

Holiday Lights Hazards Facts

The days around Christmas are a time of joy for most families; however, this is the most hazardous time of the year for extension cords and holiday decoration hazards and fires.  Holiday decorations, electric lights and candles, on Dec 24th, 25th and 26th cause 11,600 fires, 250 injuries, 40 fatalities and 80 million dollars in damage and are particularly severe due to Christmas trees that act as a fuel source
.

The dollar value of damage dramatically increases during the December holiday season.  During the winter months, residential building fires cause 47,378 dollars in damage per residence but in December, the dollar amount increases to 59,299 per residence due to the presence of Christmas trees, the Christmas tree provides fuel for the fire to move throughout the building when it normally remain isolated
.

Holiday decoration lights alone can also be hazardous as well.  Holiday decoration lights cause 240 home fires, 4 deaths, 14 injuries and 7.5 million dollars in damage per year, and this is without the additional fuel supplied by the Christmas tree
.
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